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Policy:  

  

Classrooms are designed to support age-appropriate activities for infants, toddlers, three- and four year-

old children. The purpose of the curriculum and environment are to support and prepare enrolled children 

for transitions and school readiness. To this end, classroom activities and/or materials may not be suitable 

for siblings of enrolled children. Furthermore, time, attention and focus of classroom staff shall be 

directed toward enrolled children in order to best serve their individual needs.  

  

Parents and guardians are welcome to visit the classroom to spend time with their enrolled child.  

However, due to safety concerns and the continuity of the learning environment to support the EHS or HS 

child, siblings and other non-enrolled children are not permitted in the classroom. Some exceptions may 

apply, as noted in the procedure below.  

  
Procedure:  

• Volunteers are encouraged and welcome in our classrooms (see Volunteer Procedure).  Siblings 

and/or non-enrolled children may attend arrival or departure circle times with their parent/guardian to 

ease the transition for the enrolled center-based child.  

• An older sibling or non-enrolled child wanting to share a special talent with the class (e.g. playing an 

instrument) is welcome to do so, as part of our Classroom Celebrations and Lesson Plan  

Procedures. The parent/guardian will need to speak with the Site supervisor and Teacher to schedule 

the visit to ensure the activity is developmentally appropriate for the classroom and children.  

• Siblings and non-enrolled children, regardless of age, will not be permitted on class field trips.   

• In accordance with the Celebration Policy and Procedure, siblings and/or non-enrolled children may 

attend classroom celebrations, such as curriculum end of study celebrations and the end of year 

program celebration. Parents/guardians will provide supervision and guidance for the children in 

their care during these events.    

• Childcare will be provided by classroom staff at Family Gatherings, Policy Council meetings, and 

parenting education classes at centers for enrolled children and siblings.   

• Siblings transitioning from Early Head Start to Head Start or from Home-Based to Center Based 

services will be allowed to visit the classroom as part of the child’s transition plan (refer to the 

Transition Procedure for more information). 


