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Policy:

Clackamas County Children’s Commission implements Pyramid Model practices to
support all children’s social/emotional development. Pyramid Model practices
provide teachers, caregivers, and parents common language, tools, and strategies
for use in the classroom and home for teaching social/emotional skills to children.
It is the intent of CCCC to partner with parents and caregivers to create a positive,
responsive, nurturing, and consistent learning environment that helps all children
to reach their full potential.

Implementation of Pyramid Model Universal Practices:

e Prevents challenging behaviors through prevention strategies.

e Teaches children social, emotional and cognitive skills necessary for
participating in routines and meeting school readiness expectations.

e Helps families learn positive ways to increase desired behaviors at school,
in the home, and in the community.

Procedure:

Staff will:

e Enhance each child’s strengths by building trusting relationships including
but not limited to providing positive feedback and comments,
encouragement, and connecting with them socially and emotionally
through their play.

e Encourage respect for the feelings and rights of others.

e Encourage self-control by setting clear, consistent limits, and having
realistic expectations.
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Provide calm and organized, nurturing, and accepting environments that
are inclusive of all in order to build safety and trust.

Encourage and teach children to express their emotions in a safe manner.
Enhance the self-esteem and competency of children daily by encouraging
and reinforcing self-awareness, autonomy and self-expression.

Set clear expectations and limits with input from children. Limits are
reviewed frequently throughout each day to facilitate understanding and
generalization of use.

Establish consistent daily routines and schedules that have a balance of
adult-directed and child-initiated activities for Head Start. Provide
consistent routines and responsive caregiving practices for Early Head Start
with an emphasis on exploring through relationships.

Intentionally teach social-emotional skills, friendship skills and problem-
solving skills.

Be proactive by pre-teaching social emotional strategies in order to best
promote positive behavior, prevent challenging behavior and provide
individualized strategies for better social emotional engagement.

Provide children opportunities to practice new behaviors.

Comment on positive behaviors demonstrated.

Use teachable moments to introduce a new skill.

Become familiar with Positive Solutions resource materials to implement
while on home visits or during on-site parent training/workshops.
Intentionally teach children realistic expectations to include at minimum
the following program wide expectations:

o Be Safe: Children will learn and practice what it means to be safe in
the classroom, in the building, outdoors, on the playground, at home,
and in public places.

o Be Kind: Children will learn and practice what it means to be kind as
they interact with peers, family members, and adults in the program.

o Be Responsible: Children will learn, practice, and explore what it
means to be responsible through naturally occurring and
intentionally planned opportunities during the school day. Caring for
others, the classroom, home, community, and environment will be
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included at a level that is developmentally appropriate for the age
and individual needs of the children.
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