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Clackamas County Children’s Commission 

Subject: Animals in the Classroom Procedure 

Section: Education (EHS/HS) 

Date Revised: 9/8/2022 
Date Reviewed: 9/4/2025 

PC Approval Date (Policies Only): NA 

Regulation Reference: Rules for Certified Child Care Centers (CRT-132) 

 

Procedure:  
 

• All regulations set forth by the Oregon Department of Education/Early Learning Division/Office of Child 
Care in the Rules for Certified Child Care Centers shall be followed in regards to animals in the 
classroom. 

• Animals in the classroom include: an animal brought in for one class day (by a guest speaker, community 
visitor, or classroom volunteer) and/or a classroom pet.  

• Reptiles (e.g. lizards, turtles, etc.), frogs, monkeys, hooked beaked birds, baby chicks and potentially 
aggressive animals are prohibited.   

• Classroom staff will seek approval from the Education Services Manager to have an animal in the 
classroom. Prior to approval, all animals must have proof of being in good health and show no evidence 
of carrying disease.  

• An animal will not be allowed on the premises if in the building’s lease it is prohibited. 

• A staff person will be designated for feeding, cleaning and maintenance of an animal in the classroom. 

• Animals that are caged will have their cage cleaned on a daily basis by a classroom staff member. 

• Classroom staff will ensure that all adults and children who come into contact with any animal will wash 
their hands immediately after contact (see Hand Washing Procedure).  

• During vacation breaks and on weekends a classroom staff member will be assigned to ensure the care 
and maintenance of classroom animals. This includes taking the animal home with a classroom staff 
member over extended breaks, such as: Winter Break, Spring Break, and paid Holidays. 

• The Teachers and Site Supervisors will review each enrolled child’s health information to determine if a 
child may be allergic to an animal before the animal is brought to the center (allergic reactions may 
occur from residual pet hair even if that child is not in the classroom with the animal).  

• If any child enrolled in the center is determined to have allergies to animals, the Teacher or Site 
Supervisor will contact the Education Services Manager, who will consult with the Health Services 
Manager to determine next steps and final approval or denying of the placement of an animal in a 
classroom.  

• For more information, refer to the Rules for Certified Child Care Centers and the Health Concerns and 
Health Protocols Procedure 

 

 


