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Policy: 

We honor and support the unique holiday events and traditions of all our families. Out of respect for 

cultural diversity, classroom celebrations will be consistent with providing an environment of 

acceptance that supports and respects gender, culture, language, religion, ethnicity, and family 

composition.  

We invite children and families to talk about their own home holiday traditions and experiences. This 

gives children the opportunity to learn more about each other’s celebrations and to discover that not all 

families observe the same holidays or celebrate in the same way.  With the over-commercialization of 

many holidays, we intentionally avoid adding to the hype and stress that accompanies these events 

along with reducing the discomfort for children or families who do not share these traditions.  

Therefore, we do not plan traditional, commercial, or religious holiday celebrations or activities in our 

classrooms. We focus instead on seasonal experiences and on creating our own sense of tradition and 

celebration that is meaningful to our classroom communities. Additionally, to ensure that the classroom 

is an inclusive and safe environment for all children, any exchange of gifts, cards, or invitations must 

happen outside of the classroom or center environment.  

 

Procedure: 

All CCCC staff members and Parent Committees will adhere to the Procedures below: 

Holidays & Birthdays: 

• We do not endorse or promote any particular holiday. Education staff will not plan or 

implement classroom-wide religious or holiday themed activities. 

• Child initiated conversations related to holidays will be supported by education staff. 

• Child initiated play and activities related to holidays will be supported by education staff, in 

accordance with our Classroom Celebration Policy (above). 

• Individual family members are invited to share their family holiday traditions with the class, in 

accordance with our Classroom Celebration Policy (above). 

• Individual children will be celebrated through special school activities rather than celebrating 

their birthdays. 



Educational Celebrations: 

• Educational celebrations will be planned throughout the year, to celebrate knowledge gained 

and milestones achieved. Such celebrations will include: 

o Conclusion of classroom studies 

o 100th day of school 

End of Year Celebration: 

• Planning for end of the year celebrations will commence in March at the Center level. The final 

plan must be approved by the Education Services Manager two weeks prior to the celebration 

date.  

• All activities will be inclusive of all families. 

• 90 minutes may be reserved for the celebration. 

• The celebration will be individualized for each classroom or combination of classrooms when 

space/time is an issue.  Activities such as: children singing songs, presenting a slide show or 

video of the children, are appropriate for the event. Preschool aged children will have input into 

how they would like to celebrate the end of the year. 

• Graduation type ceremonies are not developmentally appropriate for the ages of children in our 

program. 

• Children and Parent Volunteers will receive certificates of participation highlighting their time 

and effort spent in CCCC Programs.  

• Group photographs or individual photographs of children in a cap and gown are acceptable 

mementos. 

• Parent Committees may gather donations for the entire center, but not for specific classrooms.  

These committees must work closely with the Education Supervisor and Classroom Staff to 

ensure appropriate activities are maintained. 

Celebration Food: 

• Any food or drink involved in classroom celebrations will be provided by the program (no 

outside food or drink will be allowed), in accordance with the Program Food Policy & Procedure.   

• The celebration will not interfere with the planned meal for the day. Meal times can be 

adjusted, as long as they stay within the time limit set by the Child and Adult Food Care 

Program.  

o Breakfast must be served by 9am 

o Lunch must be served between 11am and 1:30pm 

o There must be a minimum of 2 hours between the beginning of a meal (B, L,) and a 

snack.  


